Phlipping Marvellous Bible Teaching Script

Learning aim: We have a reason to rejoice
Bible reading: Philippians 1:1-2

Props needed: Rack of clothes showing chosen

retailer’s logo, purple shawl or top, other purple ilems
(including some funny ones!), boy’s cap/cape, large
key, cardboard “cell bars”, plastic sword, You Tube
videos or similar (see below), parcel containing gifts
(some silly!), smiley face emoji on card, Nobo board,
paper/marker pen, chains/padlock/blindfold/bucket.

Paul loved going on journeys to tell people about Jesus.

In fact he went on 4 really long ones, hundreds of miles
each. They were really dangerous as he often had fo cross
the seas and his boats weren't very safe. He was even
shipwrecked.

On his second missioraryjourney Paulwentio a place
called Philippi which is in Crecce o sav o vsion ror oo
telling him that he should ¢ "here Silas qad Timothy weni
with him.

What sort of place was Phtion? If was auite o fendy slace.
It even had its own “Primar i AoF Sirpa ™ S e 0 1
of clothes with the PririGikiogeshoming cnelasione oline
girls to put on a purpl@Shl wa N mé & Priadtk TPl ippiy 1o
run by a lady called Lydia % G = 1wk lovedburp &
clothes. In fact she loved purple so much that lots of her
things were purple [show some other purple items, funny if
possiblel]. You see, purple clothes in Philippi were regarded
as very expensive and posh. Now Paul went into “Primark”
and met Lydia and when Paul started speaking about
Jesus, Lydia realised that Jesus was more important than all
the purple things in the world [gir/ throws down her purple
things and kneels down]. She became a Christian and was
baptised along with all members of her family. She even
invited Paul fo stay at her house. [Girl sits on the side of the
stage]

Some of the people in Philippi didn't like Paul being there.
He was stopping them from making some money. So Paul
and Silas were thrown into jail. [Dress up a boy in a cap and
maybe a cape, give him a big key and some cardboard cell
bars. Have him hold up the bars in front of an imaginary
Paul and Silas and pretend to lock the door]. That night

there was a big earthquake and the bars of the cell broke
apart [boy throws down bars and keyl. The jailer thought
that all his prisoners were going to escape and he would
be in big trouble with his boss so he thought he would

kill himself [boy draws plastic sword]. But Paul and Silas
hadn’t escaped and they told him they were sfill there. They
shouted to the jailer not to hurt himself /boy throws down
his sword]. He was so amazed that Paul and Silas hadn't
tried to escape that he asked Paul how he could become a
Christian. He and all his family were baptised and he was
so happy. [Boy goes to sit with girl on side of stage]. [If you
don‘t want fo act this out, show one of the videos on You
Tube on Paul and Silas in Prison].

So Lydia and the jailer were some of the first people to be in
the church at Philippi [boy and girl fo sit down]. They were
called Philippians, people from Philippi, and that's how we
get the name of the book we are looking at this term — the
book of Philippians.

MNow Pault e mote Serapas Chd about 10 years later
he eénded Upiin gnotherpiison; thistime in Rome.

4 ywu vweic i VI;DUII GOl you like to ge’f?

favite resp onsas,Unti -=ome on< se s “a visitor” or “a gift”.
IilepdietdOcenlius Ol Clutd®MS in if eg affer shave,
s = = = U WliF NS R .0 BIF 20 silly!].

What soriiofithings Wouldyouswanit ifyyou were in prison?
Ask a child to open the parcel. Would these things be really
important to Paul? Maybe, but the most important thing

for Paul was that, 10 years after he was last in Philippi, the
Philippians were still thinking about him and wanted to
cheer him up because he was in prison. In fact they had
sent Epaphroditus, one of their members, over 800 miles
to deliver the gifts. This made Paul really happy and he
wanted to write a thank you lefter to the Philippians.

What sort of things would you want to put in a thank you
letter.

[Have a Nobo board with some paper on it and ask an
older child to write a short “Dear Philippians” letter and ask
the children for some ideas — eg Hope you are well? What's
the weather like? Where are you going on holiday? What
football team do you support? Efcl.
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But Paul’s letter wasn't like the sort of lefters we write. He
doesn't start by writing “Dear Philippians” and then asking
them about unimportant things. No, this is what he writes in
verses 1 and 2 of chapter 1 - listen carefully and tell me how
many times he mentions Jesus:

Read Philippians 1:1-2

Ask the children how many times does Paul mention Jesus
- 3 times out 36 words! So | think Jesus is going to be a
really important part of this letter. What if you wrote a letter
to your mum and dad that started:

Mum and Dad, providers of chocolate. To both my parents
who like to buy me chocolate together with my brothers and
sisters. Grace and peace fo you at bedtime if you give me
lots of chocolate.

What are you saying to your parents about what is
important to you? Yes, that you want some chocolate; that
you really, really want some chocolate — you mentioned the
word 3 times in 36 words! So for Paul it was really important
that he mentioned the word “Jesus” lots of times at the start
of his letter because the lefter IS all about Jesus.

What he is saying to the Philippians is that they are all
followers of Jesus Christ togathar Wa might e tha waord
“partner” to describe their relationshin. Butwhat s their
partnership about?

1. They are parthers in o sharadftira hans
Jesus has saved them from their sin by, fol'rh and
promised thefn @ e in Wee y3n With™Rim o
will go on forever. The 2 ats alwaiing ICothe retuh
of Jesus. Wow, it's not inst about being friends for
a while and then driifiig ¢ et ¥S cbaufLSing
friends or parthéts isemethingunat Will geson
forever!

2. They are partners in following Jesus. They are to be
like Jesus in what they do, how they behave. This
what it says a bit later in Philippians:

Read 2:5-7

In other parts of the Bible it talks about Jesus being the King
but now Paul says that Jesus is the servant. How does that
work? Who is more important — a king or a servant? [invife
responses]. Normally a king would have servants who look
after him, not be a servant himself. We'll look at this more
as we go through Philippians but, for the moment, Paul

is telling us that we need to be like Jesus by serving each
other. It's more important to be a servant of other people
than a king over them.

3. They are partners in joy. What does joy mean?
Maybe it's a bit like happiness so | wonder if it's
going round with a smiley face [show a smiley
face emoji on some card]. Or is it like laughing all
the time? Hearing funny jokes like — why does a
giraffe have a long neck? Because his feet stink.
Why did the toilet paper roll down the hill? To get
to the boftom. When you laugh at a joke is that
joy? Or maybe joy is dancing and singing when
you've got everything you need ? A bit like these
people [if fime show some of Baloo and Mowgli
— Bare Necessifies] https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=08NIhjpVFsU

Now it's good to be happy, to laugh, to dance and sing and
be content with what you've got (like Baloo and Mowgli)

but it's not what Paul means by joy in the letter to the
Philippians. Because Paul was in prison when he wrote

this letter and, although the Bible tells us he sang praises
to God in prison, it's probably not the best place fo have

a good time. [Ask a child fo come fo the front ] He would
have had chains on [puf chains or a padlock on the child.

It would have been dark [put blindfold on child]. It probably
didn’t have a proper toilet [sif child on buckef]. So there’s not
much to laugh about when you're in prison but Paul says in
Philippians:

Whothemeconsis thaive

e~

‘hough Paul suffers, Jesus

I Lo uiés, he can be joyful
because he will be with God'forever. He is also joyful

h€ causc e ERIpRIGns are partnars with him in this
jouney ai iU are prepured 10 Suiier with him and help him in
his ok

B I B I SNAV IS A N, Vi b

kil $9 it dewn

The Philippians alsoigivejoy to Paul, even when he is in
prison, when they are like Jesus:

Read 2:2-3

Joy is also about knowing Jesus is your Saviour and, when
you know that, it is more important than anything else. In
fact Paul says that everything else is rubbish in comparison.

So joy is about knowing God for yourself and being part of a
group who think the same way and encourage each other.
My prayer is that kids’ group will be like that — that we can
be like the Philippians, being joyful in our lives, whatever
happens, and working together to know and love God
better. So | hope you'll come to kids’ group lots of times this
term as we learn what it means to rejoice as Christians.
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Let me say a prayer:
Dear God,

Thank you that whatever happens in our lives

we can sfill rejoice because you have saved us
through Jesus. We are sorry that we don 't always
follow you as we should and pray that you will
please help us fo be partners with kids ' group and
our church in being joyful for all that you have
done for us. Amen
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Phlipping Marvellous Drama Script

Props: A rat puppet is required in all episodes. Phil is mentioned but doesn’t have a speaking
part so doesn’t need to appear although he could be seen in the background at suitable points.
Postbag, letter, sea weed (or similar), props for port and town square, beer barrel or similar,
rubbish, postman and guard outfits, cloak

[Voice comes over the ship’s PA system as Pete steps off the boat with his SPQR postbag, looking very wet and
exhausted. He is covered in sea weed and his hair is a mess]

Announcer: Thank you for choosing to travel with Roman Cruises. We hope you enjoyed your journey today.
Pete: Enjoyed! | thought | was going fo drown, and | spent the first 10 days throwing up.
Roman Guard: Passport Control, Sir. Are you a Roman Citizen or visitor?

Pete: Yes, I'm actually from Rome which makes me a Roman Citizen. You might have heard of me
— I'm Postman Petros but everyone calls me Pete. You know - [singing fo the theme fune of
Posfman Pafl Postman Pete, Postman Pete, Postman Pete and his two smelly feet...

B PREVIEW ONLY

O PEEASE PURCHASETTO Hwams
REMOVE WATERMARK

Roman Guard: ef f00.

Roman Guard: papers then.

Pete: > had at sea.

[Realising he is about fo be arrested, Pete bonks the guard on the head and runs]
Roman Guard: 0oo, ouch....hey come back!
[Guard pursues Pete]

[Cut to Romulus the rat puppet, talking directly fo audience from behind a beer barrel or similar in a market
place]

Rat: The lefter he’s talking about is a letter in the Bible we now call the book of Philippians. Though
the Bible doesn't tell us exactly how this letter was delivered, or who delivered it, it is true that
Philippi was a city that was ruled by the Romans. It was freated the same as ltaly and those
who were born there would be Roman citizens.

[Pete runs info fown square]
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Phlipping Marvellous Drama Script

Pete: | think I've lost them. Now, where has this lefter got to be delivered to.
[Examining the letter]

“Paul and Timothy, Servants of Christ Jesus.”

Hang on. | thought this was a lefter from Paul and Timothy.

Rat: It's true that instead of starting a letter with who they are writing to, they started with who was
sending it. This letter of the Bible was written by Paul and Timothy.

Pete: Ah, here we are. “To all God’s Holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the
overseers and deacons.”

Right...... that doesn’t exactly give me an address does it?

Rat: In those days, the only way to get a message to anyone was to send someone with the
message over land and sea. It would have taken days and days for this letter to get from Paul

and Tirr chura _ : _ .
PREVIEW ONLY =
Pete: [Ta

pec PLEASE PURCHASE T’O ind ‘God's Holy
L REMOVE WATERMARK

Roman Guard: You:

[Pete looks around
disguising the fact t

Pete: Yikes! Not you again.

[Guard chases Pete around until Pete hides behind the barrel next to Rat]

Rat: Hey, hey, hey! Get out of here! Scram! That's my piece of garbage! | saw it first.

Pete: [Gesiuring fo keep the noise down] Sorry. | wasn't trying to eat your rubbish, honestly. I'm trying
to hide from the guards there. I've lost my papers and might have clonked one of them on the
head to get past them.

Rat: Well I think you're safe now. They've gone.

Pete: Thanks. My name’s Postman Petros but everyone calls me Pete.

Rat: I'm Romulus Rattus and I'm the smartest rat in all of this city of Philippi.
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Phlipping Marvellous Drama Script

Pete: O good, well maybe you could help me.

Rat: Is this your first visit to the city of Philippi? Well I'd be happy to tell you all about it. What brings
you to Philippi?

Pete: Well, because this famous preacher guy in prison called Paul was like no-one else I'd seen
before. He kept on talking and writing about a man called Jesus and even though he was in
prison, he seemed so joyful. He had hope in something bigger. And he wanted to share his joy
with everyone, even though he was in chains. And he needed to deliver this letter to the church
in Philippi. So here | am.

Rat: | can see why you'd be amazed at that. Not many people would be joyful while they are in
prison. What is the lefter about?

Pete: Well, so far, | know it's from Paul and Timothy to the church in Philippi. Then it says “Grace and
Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Rat: Well I've heard that name before.

Pete: Pl gpA Timethg - - ; Wil

Rat: P R Ev! EW Q M LY d Philippa. | keep an
A/l 'lYt'i.iiYﬁm'ﬂ'ﬁmﬁ‘.‘irﬁ'"_l“ﬁiﬂi.Yi. rf’.‘l‘-i‘ 2 lr‘(.miiﬁ:i “¢.Tl'lfﬁvi 'ﬂtWt“ﬁ egi 2 SQ ksy T.]?J pn? g: sed
PLMSE Py RCF"@ASE 10 B

M REMOVE WATERMARK

[The Guard re-enters and Pete quickly hides again]

Pete: But maybe not quite yet!

[The Guard spots Pete]

Roman Guard: Oi! You. Come here.

[A chase ensues - knocking over and jumping over street furniture]
Rat: Well, that went well.

Isn’t it amazing that a lefter written all those years ago to a church in a city called Philippi is still
being read today. Paul’s personal lefter is in our Bibles and it has something to teach us foday
too. Why don't you take a closer look at it now, and I'll get back to finishing my snack.

[He goes back to eating his rubbish]
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Phlipping Marvellous Discussion Nofes

Open up your Bible at Philippians 1:1-2

We are learning today: We have a reason to
rejoice

Discussion Questions

1. GR_C_ _ND P__C_ T_
Y__ FR_M G_.D __R
F_TH_R _ND
TH_ L_RD J_S_S
CHR_ST

Put the vowels (AEIOU) in the right place. Look
at Philippiang chapier iv-2iiyou need help:

2. In the talk we looked at what hapbiness was
like. Can you remembersome offheideas?

3. In Philippiansific, woid Red D CEVi SV T \enione €.
lots of times. See it you can find one ot the
places. If you are in a group fry and find a
different place to the others. Read out the
verse to the rest of the group.

4, How is JOY (REJOICING) different to happiness?
Look at Philippians 1:18b-19, 2:2-3, 3:8 and ask
your leader to help you understand.

Key verse
Rejoice in the Liord always.
I will say it again: Rejoice!

(Philippians 4:4)

5. What can you REJOICE about in your lives?
Write some ideas below.

N

Vi s Thciier ic w0 ings with other people
(e S 'ers i an D) 0 Irsives?

So QY inthe Bivlais about knowing God is
Wil ou gen it 2od ings happen; serving
@od inevenyihing you ao; believing that
nothing is more important than knowing

Jesus is your Saviour. When you have partners
(friends like at kids’ group) helping you to know
these things it makes your JOY even better.

Pray

Pray that God will help us to REJOICE in
this world and forever.

Take this sheet home with you so you can tell your family and friends about what you learned today.

Remember, you can bring in your drawings, jokes, prayers and questions.
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Phlipping Marvellous Parents Nofes

To discuss with your child Rejoice in the Lord aIwags. I
. . . . . . '
Today we’ve had a look at: Philippians 1:1-2 will say it again: Rejmce.
Philippians 4:4

About the passage

This term we are looking at Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Paul had started the church in Philippi on his second
missionary journey. Now, 10 years later, he is in prison in Rome and receives a messenger and gift from the
Philippians. He is very encouraged by this and is thrilled that the Philippians are going on with their faith.

So he writes a letter to them thanking them for their partnership in his work and encouraging them to carry on
rejoicing as Christians. He mentions the word “rejoice” at least 13 times in the letter.

One of the things we have been exnlaring today with the children is the diffarence hetween happiness and joy.
We will be looking afthis<ame mare averihe comine wagks Weihinol hapninass @s ¢ smiley face, laughing
at a joke or singing and d&hging” Mo VDeAE aveith DKo i1 de Beingiconten ™ vith Wht wehave got.

Butis |oy some’rhing diffcicin: cuu apIS wer li;ippiw 1> c:/\p;uuca VRV wuy i wiiieh We can experience

joy. However we arefeeling; whaiever e are ¢oa IRt gl wa canexncricace thaieviof knowing Christ as
our Saviour.

Questions
To answer the questions, you could open ihe bible wiih your children .
Philippians 1:17-19. How is it possible to rejoice when you are suffering?

How can we show our joy in Christ fo others? — see Philippians 2:3-4

What is the future hope that gives us great joy? — see Philippians 3:12-14

PRAY that God helps you to rejoice in the hope we have in Jesus
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Paul is writing a letter to a church a long way away. Imagine you were writing a letter to
a church. Circle the words you want to use in your letter (you must choose at least one
each time). We'll be seeing what Paul wrote about in his letter—is it the same as yours?
Decorate your letter with some drawings of the things you have circled in your letter

Dear Phil/Philippa/Philomena,

I hope the weather is good in Philippi. The weather here is sunny/
rainy/hadn't noticed. What do you like doing in Philippi? T like

g?{,‘;i;ié’é‘ PREVIEW ONLY g
ALY PLEASE PURCHASE TO \eoh
il REMOVE WATERMARK |ies

What are your parents like? Mine are old/always telling me off/
don't understand me. My favourite clothes are brown slippers/
orange pants/pink pyjamas/blue hoodie.

As you are a church, maybe I should tell you something about
Scooby Doo/Mickey Mouse/Jesus/Peppa Pig but perhaps T'll leave
that to next time when I understand what you do put in a letter
to a church.:)




Phlipping Marvellous — Context Map

Philippians 1:1-2. Turn over for instructions.

Raetia !
MNoricum

Pannonia

’/
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Paul was in Prison in Rome. Find Rome on the map and draw some prison bars with

Paul behind.
1 . : I :
)/;L) Paul would send Timothy and Epaphroditus from Rome fo Philippi. Draw a dotted line on
- the map to show the route they may have taken and cut out this boat to stick on the line.
*\_J, ! )y =4 F i

00
00000 000

Fuul s lefici wus 16 the chiuich in Thilippi. Fing Phasppi un the map and draw a church
SYmPor CHROCIOsS.

BONUS ACTIVITY: Can you see other place names that look like books from the Bible. Put
a circle around them.

” PHLIPPING
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